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¥ PEKIT:, June 1—Clwese

cecurity . police have held an
American graduate student since
“Friday on suspicion of partici-
-pating in the thelt of “state se-
“crets,” the US. Embassy con-
“firmed today. .
" Lisa Wichser, 29, who has
“been teaching at a Peking school

_for about 18 months while com-

pilin; data for a thesis at the
Univewsity of Denver, was ar-
“rested at 1 am. Friday in the

Y Fricndship Guosthouse, where .

"she had been living, according to
“other foreign residents. Deten-
_tions of foreigners here have
been virtually unknown in recent
wears, - .

.~ Neighbors said she was taken
away in handeuffs after several
‘plainclothes police searched her
~duarters. The police reporteiiy
-told Chinese attendants that
.Wichser is a spy working for the
- CIA who had bzen under surveil-
lance for two montha,

According to several of her col- :

Jaagues, Wichser began applying
~to Chinese authorities about two
~months ago to marry a Chinese
.economics student whom she mst

in the course of her work. The
" Chine:e man is said to have been
_involved in sensitive research,

China’s Foreign Miristry is-
~sued a statement. today saying
Wichser had “violated Chinese
“faws by engaging in activities
“that are incompatible with her

‘status [ae a foreign teacher in

China). She has been detained
by our public security organ.”
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LI3A WICHSER
... student seized at 1 ax, Friday

Chinese authorities have not
filed formal charges against
Wichser, who reportedly is being
kept in one of Peking’s detention
centers. According to China’s

criminal code, a suspect can be.

held 10 days before charges must
be lodged.
The U.S. Embassy, which was

barred from sending a represent- -

ative to see Wichser untii Mon-
day, has protested to the Chinese
government abiout its handling of

‘the case. A spokesman said the

embassy will take “vigorous ac-
tion . . . to assure that [Wichser]

receives fair treatment and pro-

tection of [her] rights under
Chinese law.”

The spokesman said the em-
bassy has not been apprised of

STAT ) L
~r ARINOLE LFPEARED THE VASHTIGTON PO
P CAOALN ST
on zaci A 2 June 1982
China Holds American
A f
w A e 2 \
“As Suspect in Spy Case |
. . Ltk pretice allegations egainst Wichser, although
oo e 5 o, s el

i ghate pocrets” :

¢y “Wp are aware this hes a broader interpretation

'3y Chirse soclety than thers would be in the
| United St-t23,” he said.

I Chine’s comunist regims oporates in almost

| total sedrecy, revealing infor:a.tion only through

' earefully managed propazand: organs evcept for

tthe mot innocuous matesi-i Everything from

. governmient reports to intern: .« nal news accounts

i1 clacsified “for reference,” restricting distribution

"o officiale of high rank. i .

| Qacrecy is defined in the broadest of terms, and

'the party holds out harsh penaltics for misusing

“gtate, socrets to intimidate officials from dealing

tpeoly with foreign journalists, diplomats end-
!"i':nﬁ‘.:xm. Ve b '

=1 After’ a” Chinese editor was gontenced to five

“y/:028.in"prison lost month for leaking details of a

“Communiat Party meeting to a Japanese reporter, -
'thy official Peking Review cffered this definition -
i Fodate scerets™ r : :

le7 “Befove they ere made public, gll of the party’s
Uprivate activities are state secrets” -

i Foreign correspondonts end social scientists
| Pasedl. in Peling have found it increasingly diffi-
et in recent months to carry out their normal
! activities of collecting information in this chilled
semvironinent., ‘

lo” Fiseept for officiel warnings end travel limits,
Vhowaver, foreigners geneially have heen gble to
rviozk without physical restriction. Althouzh Chin-
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P esa v pesularly ses foraiguars on urofficial buai-
bpara olion et datained for questioning, Wichser i3
en'y thz eecond forciyner known to have been

Phatd by the ubliuitous security police since the
v dnats of Man Tee-tung in 1976, The first was a
b Savict eitizan convicted of spying in 1980 and sen-
L amed to geven yoms I prison. :
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+ Wichosr, who s eald to be fluznt in Chinese, i3
“one of the growing number of Americans to come
'ty China sines ths normalization of diplomatic
o i1 1079 to work for the Chinese govern-
it 83 copy recdors, hospital warkers, English
v tanchaes or tranclators,

7 Wichour, according to her colieagues, came to
: Chiaa tn 1990 In the hope of rezsarching her doe-
“aexd tho3is on the rural economy. She taught Eng-
Ly Last yoar to fulfill her work obligation end
. baran toaching an econoinics course to Chinese
‘ eolisgs studeaia this year.
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